RAPE IN WAR

THE POISONED WEAPON

52’

This international documentary documents
and questions 70 years of war rape,
enslavement and sexual tortures from 2nd
World War time period in Japan, Germany,
Italy, to more recent conflict zones in Former
Yugoslavia, Democratic Republic of Congo,
Rwanda. With each new conflict, mass rapes
used as a “collateral” weapon of war have
destroyed whole generations of women, men
and children. From a conqueror’s punitive or
reward-like behavior to a strategic weapon
associated to crime against humanity aimed
at mass destruction, this is the taboo history
of a collective and perverted male weapon
used ever more widely, raising the question
of impunity.
DIRECTOR

Danièle Alet writes and directs documentaries
and investigation pieces questioning the
dysfunctions of our institutions (Justice, Health,
History, Education…). Her movies try and
understand and nourish the debate. Among her
previous works:
• Be a judge and shut up! (52’) – 2016
Cinétévé/ LCP/ France TV
• Toxic Love (52’) – 2013
Cinétévé/ France TV
• Special Center for rebel girls (110’) – 2008
Noon / France 3 / Planète

Historians and ITW staff involved in the project

Miriam Gebhardt (German), author of «When The Soldiers Came», published
in 2015, in which she presents her recent work on the still largely taboo subject
of mass rapes committed by the Allied as well as Soviet soldiers.

Gabriella Gribaudi (Italian), author of «Guerra Totale» («Total War») published
in 2005,600 precise, well-documented pages on the effects of the war on the
civilian population, including a whole chapter on mass rapes in the Latium,
including collected testimonies of victims, now deceased.

Véronique Nahoum-Grappe (France), sociologist who describes the mutation
of rape over the second half of the 20th Century, from a tool of conquest to a
means of ethnic cleansing, a deliberate strategy of destruction of the enemy’s
lineage to purify a territory (as in the Bosnian Foca camps and in Rwanda).

Céline Bardet (France), attorney and international criminal investigator, founder of
the NGO «WeareNOTaweaponsofwar» dedicated to the exposure of war rapes.
This world expert on war crimes began her career at The Hague Tribunal and
spent 18 years in war zones, in the Balkans, Africa and the Middle-East. A
legal expert on sexual crimes in war zones, she was instrumental in winning the
recognition of rape as a war crime and a crime against humanity (the «rape
camps» in Foca in Bosnia, the failure of the Bemba trial and its consequences).

Hélène Dumas (France), researcher at the CNRS (French National Center for
Scientific Research) and the IHTP (History of the Present Time Institute), author of
«Génocide in a village, the Tutsi massacre in Rwanda» (published by Le Seuil)
on the taboo question of mass rapes off Rwanda – such a strong taboo that the
Gacaca popular tribunals were held in camera to protect the victims. She will
speak about the recent emblematic trial of two mayors in Kabarondo: the Paris
criminal court sentenced them to life imprisonment for crimes against humanity
and crimes of war without ever bringing up the issue of mass rapes.

Philipp Kuwert (Germany), psychiatrist, in charge of a long-term study on the
victims of war rapes.

Our whistleblowers

Yoshimi Yoshiaki (Japan) This modern history teacher, founder of the
“Center for Research and Documentation on Japan’s Wart Responsibility”
was instrumental in the recognition, by the Japanese government and the
international media, of the fact that 200 000 “comfort women” were in fact
sexual slaves. An outstanding contribution supported by archives.

Denis Mukwege (Congo) physician, founder of the Panzi Foundation for with
rape victims, Nobel Prize in 2018 and Sakharov Prize in 2014, was the first
to alert the international community on mass rapes as a weapon of war and
terror, and on the sexual mutilations perpetrated in Democratic Republic of
Congo.
Testimonial from a Korean woman forced into service by the military leaders of the Japanese Imperial
army, explaining her lifelong struggle to recover her lost honour and obtain an official apology so she
can die in peace.
Shooting in: Germany, France, Italy, Syria and Archives from former Yugoslavia, Congo, Rwanda and
Nadia Murad (Nobel Peace Prize speach).

Final Delivery May 2019
AIM AT IMPACT DAY in GENEVA
We look for partnerships with UN organizations, NGO’s and Public endorsers to support the film and give
it visibility and traction so it contributes to raising awareness and becomes an educational tool to help
campaign against impunity and the taboo attached to it.
The film could also ignite NGO's initiative to create an international database on International war crimes
involving sexual violence and torture who are put on trial, to track down the Judicial process and see where
the main hurdles remain.
The aim is to put these failed trials on the international political agenda and lobby for change and justice
for the victims.
A UN backed screening on 19th June (International Day against Sexual violence in war) for example
could help empower the victims and trigger the debate on how local Authorities, governments etc. can be
challenged.
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