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FLOODS, CHALLENGING OUR FUTURE echoes the millennial fight of 
mankind to harness nature and ensure its survival. The catastrophic 
floods of New York, Bangkok and New-Orleans have shed light on 
the extreme vulnerability of more than 130 coastal cities faced with 
the violence of the sea. The mega-cities are threatened by a series of 
unusual phenomena: a surprising (an unexpected ou a newly revealed) 
subsidence of soils, an unexplained rising of the sea level in some parts

 of the world,an increase in the frequency of extreme climatic events and exponential 
urbanization. Considering that science is capable of anticipating dangers and of 
suggesting protections, why do such disasters occur so often? Can they be avoided?

FLOODS, CHALLENGING OUR FUTURE takes us from New York to Tokyo and Bangkok, 
visiting Shanghai, the Netherlands and Germany on the way. Throughout the world, 
oceanographers, coastal engineers, geologists, economists, architects and insurance 
companies cooperate to understand, anticipate and create a strategy of sustainable 
protection systems. The relationship between man, his cities and its environment is 
entirely being redefined. A global and multidisciplinary approach is needed to push 
boundaries and convince political authorities to act now, to save entire regions from 
flood threat.
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