
BOLSONARO,BOLSONARO,

THE FAR SIDE OF BRAZILTHE FAR SIDE OF BRAZIL

A  BAB E L  DOC  P RODUCT I O N

A  F I L M  B Y  I N G R I D  P I P O N I O T  A N D  V I N C E N T  R I M B A U X

L E N G T H :  5 2 '  &  7 0 '

D E L I V E R Y :  MAY  2 0 2 2  



He  i s  known  as  the  "Trump  of  the  trop ics , "  the  "Cavalo , "  the

uncontro l lab le  horseman ,  the  disrupt ive  popul ist ,  or  even  "The

Myth . "  Known  for  his  ant i -communist  rhetor ic ,  his  provocat ive

words  on  Amazonia ,  the  dictatorsh ip ,  women ,  homosexual i ty ,

f i rearms ,  and  now  for  his  seemingly  unreadable  governance .  Yet ,  he

is  a  pol i t ica l  f igure  far  more  complex  than  the  grotesque  portra i t

pa inted  of  him .  Supported  by  the  country 's  var ious  conservat ive

forces  he  i s  already  gear ing  up  for  the  2022 elect ions .  And  he  has

no  doubts  about  i ts  outcome  :  " I  wi l l  leave  the  pres ident ia l  palace  in

2027!" .

Portra i t  of  a  man  that  no  one  expected  but  who  did  not  come  to

power  by  chance .  A  man  whose  journey  te l ls  the  story  of  an  ent i re ly

d i f ferent  Braz i l .  
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I n  October  2022 ,  the  former  cava l ry  capta in  wi l l  probab ly  face  Lu la ,  the

fa l len  ex -pres ident  who  has  now  been  c leared  of  a l l  charges .  Two  oppos ing

s ides ,  i r reconc i lab le .  Today  Braz i l  i s  more  d iv ided  than  ever ,  and  Ja i r

Bo lsonaro ,  desp i te  a  d isast rous  record ,  both  on  the  management  of  the

pandemic  and  the  economy ,  cont inues  to  rece ive  overwhe lming  suppor t  with

a  s tagger ing  30% popu lar i ty .  I n  f ront  of  tens  of  thousands  of  suppor ters  at

the  beg inn ing  of  September ,  the  Braz i l i an  pres ident  addresses  the  crowd

and  dec lares :  "Only  God  can  remove  me  f rom  power . "  

For  the  f i rst  t ime ,  c lose  f r iends  and  advisers  of  Ja ir  Bolsonaro  speak  out

on  camera .  His  l i fe long  f r iend ,  pol i t ica l  comrades ,  his  son ,  F lav io ,

ministers  of  his  government ,  and  some  former  al l ies .

Th is  f i lm  te l l s  the  s tory  of  Bo lsonaro 's  ch i ldhood ,  educat ion ,  and  mi l i ta ry

t ra in ing  as  to ld  by  h is  ch i ldhood  f r iend ,  João  Evange l i s ta  Correa .  Anecdotes

of  the  da i ly  l i f e  of  a  prov inc ia l  town  dep ic t  the  young  Bo lsonaro  f rom  the

smal l  midd le  c lass  i n  a  post -d ic ta torsh ip  Braz i l  haunted  by  ant i -communism

but  a lso  by  the  hatred  of  the  upper  c lass  and  the  wea l thy .  A  few  years  l a ter ,

he  j o ined  the  army ,  appear ing  to  be  a  rebe l  be ing  the  worst  of  h is  un i t .

Hierarchy  i s  not  his  business ,  but  order  i s .  

The  young  Ja i r  was  a l ready  fu l l  of  contrad ic t ions ,  and  i t  was  Wald i r  Ferraz ,

h is  shadow  adv isor  who  witnessed  h is  po l i t i ca l  debut .  An  i ns ign i f i cant

deputy  for  th i r ty  years ,  he  espec ia l l y  d is t ingu ished  h imse l f  dur ing  the

impeachment  of  ex -pres ident  Di lma  Roussef f  by  dec lar ing  that  the

d ic ta torsh ip 's  genera ls  had  done  wel l  i n  tor tur ing  her .  Fami l i a r  with

provocat ive  l anguage  aga ins t  women  and  LGBTQ  communi ty ,  who  cou ld

have  ever  imag ined  that  he  would  end  up  be ing  Braz i l 's  pres ident  ?  

One  th ing  i s  sure :  he  did  not  come  to  power  by  chance .  He  i s  supported

by  the  old  power  structure ,  the  landowners ,  the  evangel ica ls ,  and  the

armed  forces .  The  famous  BBB :  Bib le ,  Beef ,  and  Bul lets .  They  are  the

ones  who  made  his  elect ion  poss ib le .  Since  then ,  he  has  governed  by

mix ing  his  convict ions ,  his  obsess ions ,  and  the ir  expectat ions .  These

somet imes  conf l ict ing  currents  expla in  his  chaot ic  governance .
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On  the  one  hand ,  the  i deo log ica l ,  conservat ive ,  ant i -communis t ,  and  ant i -

Chinese  wing  i s  l ed  by  evangel ica l  lobb ies  whose  scope  i s  main ly  nat iona l—

on  the  other .  On  the  other  hand  the  branch  that  defends  economic

pragmat ism  and  puts  commerc ia l  i n teres ts  before  i deo logy  i s  dr iven  by

agr icu l tura l  and  industr ia l  leg is lat ion .  Between  these  two  f ronts ,  the

mi l i tary ,  which  entered  the  government  for  the  f i r s t  t ime  s ince  1985 (9

min is ter ia l  appo in tments )  c la iming  to  be  the  guard ian  of  nat iona l  i n teres t

and  d ip lomat ic  s tab i l i ty ,  and  who  has  i t s  own  po l i t i ca l  agenda .  

Bo lsonaro  i s  constant ly  p lay ing  both  s ides  of  the  fence ,  somet imes  l i bera l  to

appea l  to  the  e l i tes  who  run  the  country ,  occas iona l ly  u l t ra -conservat ive  to

appea l  to  h is  e lectora l  base .  But ,  tac t ica l  or  not ,  th i s  dua l i ty  has  i t s

cha l lenges .  

As  he  enters  h is  f ina l  year  i n  of f ice ,  the  former  cava l ry  capta in  i s  now  at  a

crossroad ,  fac ing  r i sky  and  cruc ia l  cho ices ,  each  i nvo lv ing  s ign i f i cant

sacr i f i ces  and  each  potent ia l l y  cost ing  h im  h is  seat  or  h is  re -e lect ion .  

Th is  f i lm  mixes  i n terv iews ,  or ig ina l ly  shot  mater ia l ,  arch ives ,  and  very

c inematograph ic  i l l us t ra t ions .  We  explore  Ja ir  Bolsonaro 's  values  through  

 h is  po l i t i ca l  ambi t ions  and  obsess ions .  Members  of  h is  cab inet ,  oppos ing

vo ices  f rom  c iv i l  soc ie ty  and  observers  wi l l  he lp  us  rev is i t  h is  f i rs t  term  i n

o f f ice .  I n  the  background ,  the  f i lm  por t rays  Bo lsonaro 's  Braz i l  and  i t s  post -

d ic ta torsh ip  generat ion .  

 

This  f i lm  echoes  the  internat iona l  news :  the  r ise  to  power  of  a  popul ist ,

ant i -progress ist ,  and  retrograde  pol i t ic ian  who  has  brought  to  l ight

another  face  of  Braz i l .  His  elect ion  gave  a  voice  to  those  who  fe l t  under

represented  and  re leased  homophobic  and  rac ist  inst incts  in  the  country .

Braz i l 's  divers i ty  i s  under  attack .  Unfortunate ly ,  no  country  i s  safe  f rom

such  a  fate .
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Waldir  Ferraz ,  the  shadow  advisor  (BR )

"He  has  a lways  been  conservat ive ,  even  a  dress  he  th inks

nonsense !  But  he 's  r ight ,  i t  comes  f rom  h is  upbr ing ing ,  damn !

João  Evangel is ta  Correa ,  the  chi ldhood  f r iend  (BR )

"The  f inanc ia l  s i tuat ion  of  the  peop le  i n  the  v i l l age  was  p i t i fu l .

The  day  we  had  meat  on  the  tab le ,  i t  was  a  par ty . "

Damares  Alves ,  the  evangel ica l  pastor ,  former  Minister  (BR )

"Bo lsonaro  i s  Chr is t ian ,  Bo lsonaro  prays ,  Bo lsonaro  reads  the

B ib le .  We ' re  not  ashamed  of  that ,  that 's  what  Braz i l  has  chosen :

a  Chr is t ian  government . "

Car los  Santos  Cruz ,  the  genera l ,  former  Minister  (BR )  

" I t  i s  one  th ing  to  be  conservat ive ,  to  be  an  extremis t  i s

another "

Fel ipe  Neto ,  the  act iv ist ,   Braz i l 's  #1  YouTuber ,  TIME  100 (BR )

"Onl ine ,  Bo lsonaro  i s  k ing  because  he  doesn ' t  need  to  deve lop

h is  i deas .  Simple ,  po lemica l  tweets  wi l l  do  the  t r i ck ! "

Rebeca  Carbinatto ,  the  pandemic  doctor  (BR )

"He  has  h is  own  i deo logy ,  and  i s  ab le  to  conv ince  many  peop le .   

He  has  done  exact ly  the  oppos i te  of  what  the  hea l th  i ns t i tu t ions

recommend .  And  i t  i s  cost ing  l i ves . "
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Sylv io  Costa ,  pol i t ica l  journa l is t  in  Bras i l ia  (BR )

" I  th ink  the  mi l i ta ry  has  found  power ,  money ,  prest ige  and

popu lar i ty  i n  Bo lsonaro . "

Patr ic ia  Campos  Mel lo ,  reporter  at  Folha  de  São  Paulo  (BR )

"The  whi te ,  conservat ive ,  midd le -c lass  man ,  for  years  fe l t

neg lected ,  unseen .  But  a l l  of  a  sudden ,  i t  found  i t s

representat ive ! "

Bruno  Meyerfe ld ,  Le  Monde 's  correspondent  in  Braz i l  (FR )

"France  has  a  romant ic  image  of  Braz i l ,  of  beaches  and  samba ,

espec ia l l y  s ince  the  Lu la  years .  However ,  i t  i s  a  country  that

has  a lways  been  deep ly  conservat ive "

Benjamin  Tei te lbaum ,  ethnographer ,  far -r ight  spec ia l is t  (US )

"Bo lsonaro 's  Braz i l  i s  one  of  the  most  emblemat ic  cases  of  far -

r ight  popu l i sm ,  i n f luenced  by  obscure  movements ,  ar t icu la ted

at  an  i n ternat iona l  l eve l " .

Mayara  Sant iago ,  economic  analyst  at  FGV  Univers i ty  (BR )

"Bo lsonaro  was  e lected  with  the  promise  of  rev iv ing  the  

 economy  with  u l t ra - l i bera l  po l ic ies .  3  years  l a ter ,  Braz i l  i s

go ing  through  one  of  the  worst  economic  cr ises  i n  recent

years ! "

Chr istopher  Garman ,  pol i tca l  analyst  at  Euras ia  Group  (US )

"Under  Trump ,  Bo lsonaro  a lways  p laced  the  Uni ted  States  at

the  top  of  the  pyramid .  But  s ince  Biden ,  the  s i tuat ion  has

become  more  tense ,  espec ia l l y  around   env i ronmenta l  i ssues . "
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Stéphanie  Lebrun ,  producer  and  founder  of  Babel  Doc

French  d i rector  &  producer  who  l i ved  5  years  i n  Braz i l .   She

founded  Babe l  Doc  with  of f ices  i n  Rio ,  New  De lh i ,  Miami  and

Par is .  She  won  an  Internat iona l  Emmy  Award  for  Ressaca  by

Vincent  Rimbaux  &  Patrz ia  Land i  (2020) .  A  ta le  on  the  downfa l l

o f  Braz i l  through  the  eye  of  Rio  de  Jane i ro 's  Opera  Ba l le t .

Ingr id  Piponiot ,  director ,  car ioca  s ince  2015

I ngr id  i s  a  graduate  of  Sc iences  Po ,  Par is .  She  i s  Franco -

Argent ine  and  has  been  work ing  i n  Braz i l  for  6  years

spec ia l i z ing  i n  Braz i l i an  po l i t i ca l  l i f e .  She  has  co -wr i t ten  two

documentar ies  on  the  po l i t i ca l  s i tuat ion  i n  Braz i l  for  LCP .

Vincent  Rimbaux ,  Internat iona l  Emmy  Award  Winner  2020

Vincent   i s  a  f i lmmaker  who  has  been  l i v ing  i n  Braz i l  for  20

years .  He  wrote  and  d i rected  Ressaca ,  an  award -winn ing

documentary  on  Braz i l  recess ion .

Damien  Pas inett i ,  the  edi tor

He  has  been  work ing  as  a  f i lm  ed i tor  i n  Par is  for  15  years ,

notab ly  for  CAPA ,  Memento  and  Babe l  Doc .  The  f i lms  he  has

ed i ted  have  won  mul t ip le  awards ,  i nc lud ing  the  Alber t  Londres

pr ize  for  the  Dic ta tor 's  Men  by  Mar jo la ine  Grappe .  

TH E  CO -D I R ECTORSTHE  CO -D I R ECTORS

THE  ED I TORTHE  ED I TOR

P LANN I NG  &  TRA I L E RP LANN I NG  &  TRA I L E R

Cl ick  above  for  tra i ler  

Over  one  year  shoot ing  f rom  fa l l  2021  to  spr ing  2020 .  60% of

the  f i lm  has  a l ready  been  shot  a long  with  the  main  i n terv iews

(See  l i s t ) .  We  wi l l  have  adt t iona l  shoot ings  to  cover  ra in fores t ,

convers ion  therapy ,  economic  cr is i s . . .  We  have  secured  I TWs

wi th  F lav io  Bo lsonaro  and  Fe l ipe  Neto .   

F irst  Rough  Cut  Del ivery :  December  2021

Edit ing  schedule :  November  2021  &  March  2022

F i lm  Del ivery :  May  2022
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