






























 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EPISODE 11 – WHERE THERE’S HOPE, THERE’S MONEY 
Director : Sylvain Braun 
 
An informal sector groups together a variety of business activities which do not conform 
to the standard model for developed countries, or which operate beyond official 
regulation. Nevertheless, this type of work has a major influence on the global economy.  
 
Many people who lack formal education or adequate training manage to get by, engaged 
in various odd jobs on the fringes of the economic system. However, if they wish to 
escape the poverty trap, impoverished workers must adopt a more professional 
approach, organize themselves and assert their rights. 
 

Albina Ruiz 
Originating from Peru, Albina Ruiz set up the Ciudad 
Saludable in 2001, meaning “healthy town”. The 
organization encourages Peruvian “recyclers” to officially 
group together in micro-enterprises. It also gives 
numerous workers the chance to improve their situation 
and several towns to effectively manage their waste. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Bagoré Bathily 
Over 90% of the milk consumed in Senegal is imported 
from other countries at a great cost, mainly in powder 
form. However, there are 4 million people in Senegal 
who work as livestock herders who can produce milk. In 
order to find an alternative to this senseless situation, 
Bagoré Bathily launched “La Laiterie du Berger” in 2006, 
an organization devoted to the development and 
distribution of Senegalese milk. 
 

 
 
Séri Youlou et Thomas Granier 
The Nubian Vault Association was set up in 2000 with 
the aim of combating the lack of adequate and affordable 
accommodation in sub-Saharan Africa. Together, Séri 
Youlou and Thomas Granier train masons the 
architectural and ancestral vault techniques. They also 
revive the local economy by creating a competent work-
force and by giving the population the chance to have a 
decent and sustainable place to live. 
 
 

 



EPISODE 12 – WATER: A RESOURCE, A CHALLENGE 
Director : Sylvain Braun 
 
Water is a vital element of our planet and all that inhabit it. However, this essential 
resource has been poorly-managed, wasted and polluted for centuries by all mankind. 
We use it in the far corners of the world to supply our factories, take away our waste, 
wash ourselves, travel, or even simply for enjoyment.  
 
We are becoming increasingly aware that any water unfit for consumption that returns to 
the environment is inextricably linked to the water we consume. Even if we in the 
developed world are managing to clean our used water, in poor countries water which is 
fit for consumption is all too often an inaccessible resource, even a privilege. 
 

Thierry Jacquet  
After realizing that plant remediation was studied by 
scientists but never actually put into practise, Frenchman 
Thierry Jacquet founded his own company specializing in 
ecological remediation: Phytorestore. The company 
mainly works to transform waste water into drinking 
water, rid the air of pollution and transform the sewage 
sludge to compost, all by means of filter gardens that are 
economical, ecological, and aesthetically pleasing..   
 
 
 
Juan Carlos Calizaya Luna 
Working at the very heart of CENCA, an urban 
architecture planning organization, Juan Carlos Calizaya 
Luna devotes his energy to the development of water 
supply and irrigation systems in underprivileged regions. 
His initiative has allowed many Peruvians to benefit from 
an efficient and affordable service. Amongst his main 
innovations, he created an ecological toilet system, 
ECODESS, in order to prevent human waste ending up in 
surrounding rivers. 
 
 
Lo Chay 
In the majority of rural areas in Cambodia, the inhabitants 
do not have access to drinking water supplies and the 
consumption of unsafe water results in serious health 
issues. The N.G.O, 1001 Fontaines pour demain, co-
founded by Lo Chay in 2004, educates inhabitants on the 
dangers of consuming  water that is unfit for consumption, 
whilst improving their health and giving them access to 
clean water.  
 
 

 



ÉPISODE 13 – ENERGY FOR CHANGE 
Director : Sylvain Braun 
 
Since the invention of fire, humankind has not ceased to invest time and money in the 
research and exploitation of new sources of energy. A never-ending challenge faces us, 
as our current lifestyles are largely dependent on energy resources extracted from our 
planet.  
 
Mastering the use of these various elements, renewable and non-renewable, has 
provided the modern world with scope for progress. However, after prolific misuse, it is 
time to find alternative durable solutions so that we may continue to meet the energy 
needs of everyone, everywhere. 
 
 

Eugène N’dione  
In order to rectify the use of charcoal as fuel in Senegal, 
Eugène N’dione, Director of Operations for the N.G.O. 
CERADS, had the idea to use an invasive plant, typha, 
as a domestic fuel. He was inspired by technology 
introduced in Mali to create a pilot plant in Senegal that 
could transform this plentiful and costless raw material 
into an ecological fuel. 
 
 
 
 
Harish Hande 
In India, nearly half the population is deprived of access 
to electricity, whereas the rest of the population makes do 
with a service that is often unpredictable and inefficient. 
In 1995, Harish Hande co-founded the Solar Electric 
Light Company (SELCO) to offer Indians in rural regions 
a reliable, ecological and sustainable energy source, 
thanks to an abundant resource in this country: sunlight. 
 
 
 
 
Hans Krock 
The research of American professor Hans Krock focuses 
on thermal energy from the sea, an energy system that 
could be an excellent alternative to the types of non-
renewable energy on which we depend. Even though he 
has already demonstrated a theoretical plan, the system 
remains to be put into practise on a larger scale. Hans 
Krock strives to develop and promote this form of energy.  
 
 
 



ÉPISODE 14 – TOURISM TAKES ITS TOLL  
Director : Sylvain Braun 
 
Tourism may well be indispensable industry for a large number of countries world-wide, 
but it also brings its fair share of disadvantages. It is often a major source of pollution, be 
it from transport for visitors, the construction of vacation resorts, recreational activities or 
simply from the rising quantity of waste materials. 
 
Tourism can also harm ecosystems by unsettling animal and plant species, or create a 
cycle of dependence amongst impoverished inhabitants. Fortunately, it is possible to 
tackle tourism responsibly and in harmony with people and the environment: tourism 
which benefits visitors and their hosts alike. 
 
 

Bill Gallegos 
Los Angeles is ranked as one of most polluted towns in 
the United States and even in the world. In order to make 
both the inhabitants and the visitors aware of the 
surrounding pollution,   American Bill Gallegos created 
Toxic Tour in 1995. Endorsed by the organization 
Communities for a Better Environment, this visit allows 
tourists to observe the effects of pollution. Bill Gallegos' 
aim is to shock visitors to influence a change in their 
mentality. 
 

 
 
Jany Hansal 
Reconstructing a country heavily destroyed by war is not 
to be taken lightly. Nevertheless, Jany Hansal gave 
herself this very challenge. At first, determined to revive 
the traditional art industry in Croatia through DESA, an 
organization created in 1993 during the war, Jany Hansal 
next turned to tourism to revive the country’s economy 
and get its slow reconstruction underway. She 
encourages villagers to share their culture and their past 
with people from all over the word. 
 

 
Jean-François Reumaux 
The Gibbon Experience, established by Jean-François 
Reumaux in Laos in 2004, is an eco-tourist activity that 
lets tourists discover the forest and its biodiversity by 
moving from tree to tree like a gibbon, with the help of a 
zip-line measuring over 30 kilometres. Jean-François 
Reumaux has succeeded in creating a sustainable eco-
activity whose profits are enjoyed by the forest and its 
inhabitants. 
 



ÉPISODE 15 – CHANGING TOWNS 
Director : Sylvain Braun 
 
The predictions are that by 2050, 80% of the planet's inhabitants will be town-dwellers. 
Even so, the frenzied urbanization that has characterized recent decades has triggered 
a number of problems word-wide, both social and ecological. Nowadays, we ought to be 
asking ourselves if planning can be improved.  
 

Carin Smuts 
When Carin Smuts founded her architectural firm, CS 
Studio Architects, in 1989, she decided to entirely focus 
on the destitute in South Africa. She brought a new slant 
to architecture by proposing the construction of schools 
or community centres to breathe life into the districts. As 
a result, she satisfied the real needs of the inhabitants 
and succeeded in putting an end to their isolation. 
 
 
 
 
Fernando Funes  
For Cuban researcher Fernando Funes, the future of his 
country’s agricultural production lies in biological and 
urban farming. Since the fall of the Soviet Union, on 
which Cuba was greatly dependent, he has gone to great 
lengths to promote this mode of sustainable exploitation 
so that Cubans can support themselves.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
Wan Chao  
By 2020, China is expected to construct about 400 new 
towns. Considering urban centres in this country 
generate over 300 million tons of waste per year, it is of 
vital importance to modify current approaches. This is 
why more and more Chinese opt for eco-districts 
boasting ecological and sustainable architectural 
practises, such as those created by urban planner Wan 
Chao, creator of one of China’s first eco-districts, the 
“district of golden rivers”. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



ÉPISODE 16 – REINVENTING THAT « COMMUNITY SPIRIT » 
Director : Jean Bourbonnais 
 
Decades of rural flight have resulted in a rise in city dwellers. This situation increases 
urban poverty and contributes to the creation of ghettos and shantytowns. Consequently, 
a large number of people around the world live in a state of extreme poverty.   
 
Faced with the anguish of the most destitute, is it now time to ask ourselves if we have 
lost all feelings of solidarity and have become completely insensitive towards the 
suffering of others. 
 

Patama Roonrakwit  
Founded in 1997 by Patama Roonrawkit, CASE is a 
group of Thai architects who share a particular way of 
thinking and have the same objective to redefine the 
world of architecture by adapting the design to the 
inhabitants’ individual needs. Based on a human 
approach, the group works directly with the people in 
order to accurately define each of their characteristics. 
 
 
 

 
Efren Penaflorida  
The Dynamic Teen Company, co-founded in 1997 by 
Efren Penaflorida, has one clear goal : to divert the 
attention of the young people in the streets by offering 
them better perspectives for the future and a basic 
education. Today, the organization boasts many 
educators and its contribution is recognized. 
Consequently, Efren Penaflorida was elected hero of the 
year by the CNN network in 2009. 
 
 

 
 
Sylvain Laroche  
Faced with the exodus of young members of the 
community and the closure of businesses in Saint-
Camille, in Estrie, Svlvain Laroche founded a citizen 
investment group with other residents in 1985: the 
“Groupe du Coin”. Together, they bought out stores and 
businesses that had closed down or were facing closure 
and revived community living. 
 
 
 

 



ÉPISODE 17 – CULTURE AS A RESOURCE FOR SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT 
Director : Jean Bourbonnais 
 
At present, an estimated 50% of the world’s inhabitants are under 25 years old. 
Moreover, there are millions of children and young people who suffer from numerous 
afflictions: poverty, illiteracy, exclusion from school, violence, forced labour, prostitution, 
or drug abuse... No country is left untouched.  
 
How can we help young people across the world and focus on developing their 
independence, rather than dependence on charity? According to some Architects of 
Change, introducing them to the rich culture that surrounds them and educating them 
will give them the resources they need to develop and participate.  
 
 

Mathieu Fortier 
The Kalkeri Sangeet Vidyalaya school, founded in India 
by Mathieu Fortier, Blaise Fortier and Ustad Hameed 
Khan, is based on the principles of gurukul, requiring that 
young people live on campus in order to be educated by 
a master.  As well as teaching them music and offering 
them a healthy diet, the school adopts all of the regular 
school teachings, hygiene methods and discipline. 
 
 
 

 
Khuon Det  
Phare Ponleu Selpak is the brainchild of Khuon Det and a 
group of young Cambodian refugees willing to help 
children in difficult situations. Over time, the project 
became a circus school. By setting up educational, 
cultural and social services, Phare Ponleu Selpak has not 
only helped children in distress, but has also enriched the 
cultural lifestyle in Cambodia that had been largely 
undermined during the Khmer Rouge regime. 
 
 
 
Kathy Knowles  
The Osu Children’s Library Fund fights against illiteracy 
in Ghana and strives to make reading accessible to all. It 
was founded by Canadian Kathy Knowles in1990, who 
began by inviting children into her garden to tell them 
stories. She went on to transform her garage into a 
reading centre, before buying a merchandise container 
where she stored 3000 books: the first permanent 
building of the Osu Children’s Library Fund.  
 



ÉPISODE 18 – TOWARDS THE SUSTAINABLE MANAGEMENT OF 
FORESTS  
Director : Jean Bourbonnais 
 
It is estimated that over three quarters of virgin forests have already disappeared and 
those that remain are disappearing at the rate of several million hectares per year. As 
well as compromising humankind's quality of life and biodiversity, this situation is also 
hastening global warming. 
  
We must reverse the trend, starting from today, to save the remainder of the world's 
forest covering and even restore what has been destroyed. To achieve this, we must find 
new sustainable methods of forest exploitation and management, as well as educating 
people about the importance of its preservation.  
 

Sebastian Chuwa 
In Tanzania, Sebastian Chuwa set up the African 
Blackwood Conservation Project, an organization 
particularly concerned with the case of the African 
Blackwood, an over-exploited and threatened species of 
tree that takes dozens of years to reach maturity. By 
encouraging the population to cultivate shoots, then plant 
them in their garden or sell them, Sebastian hopes to not 
only change the fate of this tree but also create economic 
leverage through the conservation this resource. 
 
 
Jeff Masarjian  
With a family originating from Armenia, Jeff Masarjian is 
the General Director of the Armenia Tree Project, an 
organization devoted to making Armenians aware of the 
importance of the forest and encouraging them to plant 
fruit trees in their community. A part of the tons of trees 
planted are actually financed by the Armenian diaspora 
scattered across the world. Since its establishment, the 
organization has planted around 1.5 million trees in 
Armenia. 
 
Roberto Lamego 
Roberto Lamego is the founder of Salveaserra, a 
Brazilian association devoted to educating people about 
the importance of the forest, introducing reforestation 
activities, storing samples of arboricultural species in a 
seed bank and integrating the culture of trees and bushes 
to the agriculture and breeding domain. As well as 
attempting to repair the damage caused in Brazil’s past, 
Salveaserra aims to change modern-day and future 
mentalities.  
 



ÉPISODE 19 – HIGH HOPES FOR WOMEN 
Director : Jean Bourbonnais 
 
Even today, the situation of women in many countries around the world is one of 
oppression. Prostitution, submission, torture, violence, exploitation and poverty often 
part of the daily lives of women deprived of their human rights and who are cruelly 
lacking the means of escaping it.  
 
More than one in five women around the world will fall victim to a serious physical or 
sexual crime in their lifetime. In many countries word-wide, these women who have 
nowhere to turn to, or any rights, often manage to rebuild their lives through 
independence or by gaining access to education. 
 

Dilma Felizardo  
The Casa Renascer, in Brazil, is a refuge for prostitutes 
and their children. Founded by Dilma Felizardo, the Casa 
Renascer also contains an education centre that 
encourages women to work with their hands, as well as 
providing them with a basic education and psychological 
support. 
 
 
 
 
 
Halime Güner  
Halime Güner took on a mission to make people aware of 
the dangers faced by women in Turkey. In order to 
improve the status of women in this country, she 
established the Flying Broom and the Local Women 
Reporter's Network, a group of volunteer women 
journalists who do their utmost to portray a realist and 
positive image of women in the Turkish media that 
depicted them in a negative fashion all too often. 
 
 

 
 
Somaly Mam 
Somaly Mam, a survivor of Cambodian brothels, created 
the AFESIP organization (Acting for Women in 
Distressing Situations) in 1996. Dedicated to saving girls 
who have fallen victim to human trafficking, the 
organization offers them refuge, medical treatment and 
re-adaptation programs. To date, her organization has 
succeeded in saving the lives of over 5000 little girls and 
young women trafficked into brothels.  
 
 

 



ÉPISODE 20 – REBUILDING WITH OUR OWN HANDS 
Director : Jean Bourbonnais 
 
The History of Mankind has been tainted by armed conflicts provoked by religious, 
territorial or even ideological disputes. Loss of human life, bombing, pillage, explosions, 
rape and torture are but a few of the direct consequences of these wars. 
 
Long after the event conflicts leave scars that are difficult to heal. All over the world we 
encounter orphaned children, traumatized survivors, people who have lost everything, 
lands sown with anti-personnel mines, towns in ruins... The challenge we face is to 
rebuild that which has been destroyed. 
 

 
Bart Weetjens 
Troubled by the landmine situation in Africa, Dutchman 
Bart Weetjens founded APOPO, an N.G.O which trains 
rats to detect explosives. As well as saving lives and 
rendering mine-filled territories safe again, Bart Weejan's 
initiative has succeeded in creating jobs in economically 
underdeveloped regions.  
  
  
 
 
 
Karen Tse 
Karen Tse, an American originating from Hong Kong, is 
the founder of the International Bridge to Justice, a non-
profit organization (based in Geneva) whose objective is 
to defend human rights in developing countries and to 
ensure they receive a fair trial with the benefit of legal 
assistance. Karen Tse and her organization also aim to 
eradicate all form of torture and physical force connected 
to the suspect’s arrest, incarceration and interrogation.  
 
 

 
Paul Hogan  
During the course of the 90s, Canadian Paul Hogan 
established the Butterfly Peace Garden in Sri Lanka, an 
organization whose main objective is to provide 
psychosocial help to Sri-Lankan children affected by the 
civil war or the dreadful tsunami of 2004 by allowing them 
to explore their artistic creativity.  
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